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BCHS Honors 225th Anniversary of General Enoch Poor's Death
September 10, 2005

In commemoration of the 225th anniversary of
the death of General Enoch Poor, of New
Hampshire, during the Steenrapie Encampment,
the Bergen County Historical Society has
placed a floral wreath upon his grave in the
Hackensack Church on the Green. A special
thanks goes to Albert Dibs for facilitating this
memorial.

James Thacher, a Surgeon in the Continental
army, described General Poor's death and
funeral with the following entry in his Military
Journal:

"September 10th [1780] - We are now
lamenting the loss of Brigadier-General Poor,
who died last night of putrid fever. His funeral solemnities have been attended this
afternoon. The corpse was brought this morning from Paramus, and left at a house
about a mile from the burying-yard at Hackensack, whence it was attended to the
place of interment by the following procession: a regiment of light-infantry, in
uniform, with arms reversed; four filed-pieces; Major Lee's regiment of light-
horse; General Hand and his brigade; the major on horseback; two chaplains; the
horse of the deceased, with his boots and spurs suspended from the saddle, led by a
servant; the corpse borne by four serjeants, and the pall supported by six general
officers. The coffin was of mahogany, and a pair of pistols and two swords,
crossing each other and tied with black crape, were placed on top. The copse was
followed by the officers of the New Hampshire brigade; the officers of the brigade
of light-infantry, which the deceased had lately commanded. Other officers fell in
promiscuously, and were followed by his Excellency General Washington, and
other general officers. Having arrived at the burying-yard, the troops opened to the




right and left, resting on their arms reversed, and the procession passed to the
grave, where a short eulogy was delivered by the Rev. Mr. Evans. A band of
music, with a number of drums and fifes, played a funeral dirge, the drums were
muffled with black crape, and the officers in the procession wore crape round the
left arm. The regiment of light-infantry were in handsome uniform, and wore in
their caps long feather of black and red. The elegant regiment of horse,
commanded by Major Lee, being in complete uniform and well disciplined,
exhibited a martial and noble appearance. No scene can exceed in grandeur and
solemnity a military funeral. The weapons of war reversed, and embellished with
the badges of mourning, the slow and regular step of the procession, the mournful
sound of the unbraced drum and deep-toned instruments, playing the melancholy
dirge, the majestic mien and solemn march of the war-horse, all conspire to
Impress the mind with emotions which no language can describe, and which
nothing but the reality can paint to the liveliest imagination. General Poor was
from the state of New Hampshire. He was a true patriot, who took an early part in
the cause of his country, and during his military career was respected for his talents
and his bravery, and beloved for the amiable qualities of his heart. But it is
sufficient eulogy to say, that he enjoyed the confidence and esteem of
Washington."



