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Till': 1' 1" .'\1 . (W Till , \\ ' ,\\II' L \1 

Cn ,'""I.ED BY 1 '~ .,~ cES , \ , \\ 'E~T E"" "I.T , 

III prc:oJ<:llling ~1I1 11t'wha t II i an industry that is llilW I)b

" ,lete. it i, thoug ht that the hare ia ~ t, and illtl, tratiolls to he 
g-i\'l'Tl \\"11\11<1 be pract ically l11t:al1in .~ll':';S without the following 
reie rences . Ihat \\'ill sho", th" u," alld ,'alue "i \\'am 1'1111 , In 
Xcw Jersey and Berg-ell CtlUllty during" the C.tinniai period. 

"Th"", ""ices \If Ihe pas! 1t·1I "f Ift'ali ", Ihat Illark the 
s tepping s tones of a natioll's prllgrcss- they C' pitlHlli ze the 
dark da,', o i endean)r. \\'hl'n Ihe infalll ~ Iat e" f" ug ht in,. lii e 
and pro'perit,· . .. 

"To Ihe .\lgonkain" Illlbt he credi led Ihe l·,'a l)li,hlll"llt 
of the first fncdil1ll1 of exchange within the hOl1lldaril's tli the 
S tate ui "e\\' Jer,sey, \\ 'hell the Dutch ,,"d ~ \\'"d e" ,'allie t" 
Ihe valle,'s "f the Ilud"", "lid Dela\\'are thev i",ul(l till' 
1.l' l1lli - La;lapc and kind red Jll·llpl(·s POSSL's:-il'd ~ Ii a !l1ul1l'.\" 
which. while crude. was ~a t i~ i artOf\'- sn :-oat i:.; i acton' i Ildccd 
that the settlers provided hy l'tlstl~ 1ll and law ftlr' its u:o:.e 
<lUlling- thclllse lve:o:. and in tht- ir t r.Hli llg rt: latinns with Ill'i;.:-h
h"ring- tribes. This llllllley \\'a s the \\'''"11'11111 - Ihe "hell 
IntHll'\" of th e pl'ltry deall'r and IIi the ... iglh'rs of trl'a tics,"
I .E I', -

1658 
"In (Inll'r ttl rt' nH'n~ 01 11\' cau:o:.c.'s fllr irictillil with th e 

I ndians oil th e accnl1 llt Ilf ;t(i\'crs l' claillls to their territory. 
and t l) reaSS11re the timid sl'uk'rs , (;on'nHlf ~ tll\ ' \ ' asan t and 
the ('''Illiei l "f "ew "(·therl,,"d s plll'cha,('d "i 'the India ll s 
J:tllllary .lO. 165R. a tract "i lalld by th c f" II " willg- de,crip
lion : * * * Cl)l1lpri:-; illg" the IIld tll\\'lb-hip of Bergen fur 
e ight'." iathl'l1l" of \\ 'a111ptll11. <'i:c"-

\'10: T() \\ ' " ()" T il I·: I 'I': ~ , \ y ,\" , 

I " I ~ \\ ·.'\I< I, ) 

was 1'1In.:hasl'd hy the :-'C.'ttlC.TS iruill ( 'III1Il('c tinlt July II, 
1667_ frolll the Ilackc11<:tck Illdiall' . "tl l11 erUI" anidl's \\'ere 
ill th e pun'hast! I'rke. The lir:-.t 1lll'lllilllll'd w;as eight hUlldred 
:llI d tiity i at llt'llIS IIf walllptllIl. - lli !'o (llrir \'('\\,:Irl.; , 



That port ion (If Ilc rgell Cuunty which illcitules what now 
cO ll stitute: eniun T tJwlI,;hip was ori'illa ll y kllown hy the In
dian name o f :'d ig-hec ti click ( :\ ew Barbadoes :>J eck ). It 
embraced t; "e thousand three hundred and eight acres o f upland 
anrl ten thousand acres o i mcadow. III 1668 Captain 
\ Vi lliam ~anford purchased in the illterest u f :\athaniel 
I,ings land o f the island of Harbadoes. thi s land from the 
proprietors. I)n cunditiun that he would settl e six o r eight 
ia rms within three years, and pay twenty puunds ste rling 
lin the 25th o f each succeeding .\[arch. O n the 20th o f July 
olf the same year he purchased from the Ind ians their title. 
" to commence at the Hackensack and Pissawaek Rivers. and 
to go northward abo ut seven miles to San fo rds Spring' (after
wards Boiling Spring ). The consideratilln was 170 fathoms 
"r black wampum. 200 f athums of white wampulll ( each 
fa t hem was 12 inches l(l ng. and the black was worth double 
the whit e ): 19 watch coat s. 16 guns. 60 rllIuhl e hand s o f puw
de r , 10 pair hreeche,;. 60 kni,·es. (i7 bars o f lead. I auker o i 
brandy. 3 ha lf fats beer . II blankets. 30 axes and 20 hoes." 
It is lI oticed in all these purchases that the wampulll heads 
the lis ts.-NELw:-I. 

1669 
"The ferry was established hetween Comnlllnipaw and 

the :\ew ~etherland s. Fare ill wampum 6 stivers, equaling 
12 ce llt s." 

\v.-\.\[P U .\I BELTS .-\ :-ID STRINGS OF \vA .\1 PC.\[ 

"A lthough many wampum belts were made during the 
early Colonial period. they are 1I0 W very rare. There are a 
few in the museums and s< IIne still remain in the hands of 
public uffic ials and county clerks as records o f treaties with 
the Indians." .. I n a ll affairs of state the chief and sachems 
wo re wanlplllll belts arc)ul1d their wai sts o r over their shoul 
ders. In negotiations with other tribes. cvery important sta tc-
111ent was co rroborat ed hy laying dlJwn IIIlC or lJI(1rc string'S 
o f wampum tJr hcl ts. Fricnd,;hips were cemented by them. 
All ianecs conti rmcd. treat ies negot iatcd nlld ma rriages sol
emnized. In a ll these the I{iving of wampum added dignity 
and authority to the transaction ," "This helt prese rves my 
words." was the common phrase amollg the Iroquoise when 
promises were made. 
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1758 
"Give n under my hand :tnd sea l a t arms. the 25th day 

o f June. in 32d year o f hi s, \[ a jesty's re ign. . . 
By hi s e,,~e ll e ncy. I'rancls Bernard . I~s'l .. captalll·gcn

t-' ra1. ~o \" (' rn()r ;1I1d cOllllllander-chie f o f the colony nf :\' e w 
It-r ,;e \~ . &c. 
. ilrethrcn : The \Iini s ink ,' I' \[unsy Indians and thuse at 
I 'ompton : . 

It is with g-rcat pain I am to tell you that sunle In(!tans 
ha ve invaded ollr prov ince on the IIppe r part oi the Delaware 
and shed milch hlond. and that \'CIII arc '; lIspl·~ ted tn he COli' 

ce rned in it . 
.\ STRI l'I G. 

Hrcthn:n : 
I f YU H h:l\oc heen in stigated to thi s by the ialse sug-ges

t ions of ollr cncmie,; . the French. we llit y YOII , for these pru· 
ceedings, if I",t illllllcdiat ely prevente( . IllIISt rallse a di sc'onl 
hetwccn liS. whir h thollgh it l1lay he g reatly hllrtflll to 0 111' 

pcopl e, mtl st in the end entirely rllill yours . 

Ilrethren: 
The th rnne o i the great king is iOllnded on justice. alld 

there fo re ii VI) U ha ve received any injury frulll any o i hi , 
peopl e living within ntlr pro vince you should have made yo u r 
complaint to me. \I'ho 01 111 ordered til do jllstice tn all me n. 
and [ would ha ve heard yuu with open ears. O1 11d giV~ l1 yon 
[1111 sa ti s fac tion . 

:\ STRll'I(;. 
Brethren: 

I [ therefo re yOIl have any ange r boiling in your breasts. 
I by Ih is bl'l l , in vite yll u to Hllrling tnn, in five weeks. at which 
time our g- reat cOllncil will be tog-ether; there tn tlnlJllrthen 
YOllr minds. and roll t Ollt Ilf YOllr heart s thc seeds o i enmity . 
he fore they take too deep a root. .\nd [ will kindle a council 
li re. and bury all the blood th;,t has stained our g-rollnd deep 
iu the earth . and llIake a ne l\' chain (, [ peace. that Illay bind 
us a nd "ur children. and YCiU and your children in everlast· 
ing " onds o f IUI·e. that we llIay live togethe r as brethren . un 
e1 f' r the protection o f the g reat k ing. Clur comlll ()n father . 

. \ BELT. 
Ilrethren : 

I i these words sha ll please ),011. a nd yo u should choose 
tha t we shullid he your iriends. rather than YOlir enemi es. Ict 
a ll hostilities illllllcd iately ('case· a nd rcceive thi s passport . and 
go to Fli rt .\lI r n. ironl wh (' nre n lll shall be ({ >!Iducted tu 
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Hr islol, where you will find deputies, who will take you Ly 
the hand and lead you to me at Burlington. llut if the time 
and place I have mentioned he inconvenient to you. I shall he 
ready to rece ive yuu in this government, when you can more 
agreehly to yourseh·es attend . 

.\ ST RI NG . 

. \t a conference held at Bu rlington, .. \ugust 7. 1758: 
Present- II is excellency. Francis Bernard . Esq., and 

!Jthers. 
Il is exce llency sat. holding four strings of wampum in 

his hand. and "poke to them as follows : 

Brethren : 
As you have come from a long journey, th rough a wood 

fu ll o f hriars, with thi s string I annoint your feet, and take 
a way their soreness. With thi s string [ wipe the sweat from 
your Lodies : with thi s string f cleanse your eyes. ears and 
l1luuths, that you llIay see. hea r and speak clearly. and [ par
ticularly anoin t your throat . that every word you say may 
have a free passage from your heart . and with this string 
I bid you heart ily welcome. 

Tltell It e delivrrrd all lit e f Ollr .<Irillgs. 

His excellency then informed them that hp. s'lOuld he 
ready to hear what they had to say in answer to the message 
he had sent to their chiefs, as oon as would be col1\'eni ent to 
them, when they info rmed him they would he ready in the 
a ftem oon ; and thanked his excellency for using the customs 
uf their fathers in bidding them welcome. 

~fONDAY .\ FTERNOON. 
Present: 
As in the morning. 
The fndians heing inforl1l ed that the gove rnor was ready 

to hear them, Benjamin. on hehalf o f the :-'f unseys r ndians, 
holding a be lt in his hand. spoke sitting, not being allowed to 
stand ti ll the M i llgoil/II had spoke. 

Brothe r : 
At first when your l1I essengers came to us twenty-seven 

days since our ancient people were glad to hear them. and our 
young men. women and children rejoiced at the tid ings. 
\Ve know you are great and strong. and we tuok it kind ly. 
,\II our fri ends and relat ions were in sorrow. and pitied the 
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condition o f the women and of the children. who a re g row
ing lip. T he kind words of our brethren, the English, we sent 
to our uncles, the :\[ill igoia ns, and one o f them is come down 
here to the place o[ our meeting to be a witness o f what passes 
between us. T hen John Hudson. the Cayugan. above men-' 
tioned, stood up and spoke as follows: 

Brothers: 
In confi rmation o f what has been said to you, !. who am 

the '[ingoian, am. by this belt, to inform you that the r-Iun
seys are women, and cannot hold trea ties for themselves . 
there fore [ am sent to inform you that the invitation you gave 
the '[unseys is agreeable to us. and we have taken hold o f 
your belt, and [ des ire you may write down my attending 
here, though while [ am here [ left my famil y in danger of 
being cut off by our enemy. the French. 

Further , Brother: 
I have told you your belt was agreeable, and received by 

liS as a n earnest o f your friend ship. * * * 
T his belt confirms what [ have said . 
H e then delivered the governor a belt, one one side of 

\\'hich are three figures of men in black wampum. represent
ing the Shawause. Delawares and '[ingoians li ving on the 
O hio; on the other , ide. four figures representing the united 
councils of the Six Nations. in their own country. By these 
he ing now joined in this belt . he decla red it expressed their 
union. That the western lndians having consulted their 
IIncles , now joined in sending it, in pursuance o f a belt o f 
invitation sent them above a yea r , ince. by George Crogham, 
on behalf o f the Engli sh. 

. \lIgust 8th. 1758. 
Present : 1\ S before. 

His excellency delivered the following answers to what 
the Indians said yesterday. * * * T he great God whom 
we se rve, and who protects us, and gives us all the bless ings 
o f life which we enjoy, hath commanded us to be just and 
benevolent to all mankind. * * * O f thi s I will gi ve 
your people further assu rance . when we meet at the council 
tire . In the meantime. [ confirm what [ have said by these 
belts. 

His excellency then delivered nne belt to J ohn Hudson, 
the Cayugan. and one to l1enjami n. the 'hlllsey. 
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The 21 st o f October, 1758.' 

Governor Bernard, requesting the attention o f the In
dians, addressed them as follows: 

Brethren o f the United Nat ions: 
By this string you poke on behalf o f our brethren the 

:\[inisinks, and said. " that they were wronged in their land s, 
that the Engli sh settl ed so fast they were continually push
ing them back, and when they asked fo r their lanels they were 
told that they had sold their land. and had got drunk a nel 
forgot it. I f they had swallowed their la nds, they must be 
content, but they did not believe that they had swallowed all, 
but that some was left. T hey ues ired that [ would enquire 
after their lands that were le ft and do them justice." 

Brethren: 
I am g lad I have an opportunity, in the presence o f so 

many nations, to express the desire I have o f doing justice 
to everyone, The throne o f the great king is founded on 
justi ce, and I should nut be a faithful se rvant to him if [ 
neglected to give redress to a ll pe rsons. that ha ve received 
injuries from the people over whom the grea t king has pla ~ed 
me. 

I have there fore had a conference with the l\linisinks in 
the presence o f some o f their uncles, and have come to a fu ll 
agreement with them. anel proceed ings o f which a rc now reael y 
to be read to you. . 

Brethren : 
I have another proo f to give you of the uprightness and 

justice of our province. \ Ve ha ve come to an agreement with 
the Dela wa res and other Indians for the nncertain claims 
they had on the southern parts of our province. [hereby 
\J roduce the deeds that have heen executed on thi s occasion, 
that the subject o f them be explained to you. and he had in 
perpetual remembrance by a ll the nations present, And I 
des ire that you may a ll remember that . by these two agree
ments the p(Qvince of New J ersey is entirely freed anu dis
charged f rom all Indian c laim~, In confirmation of which [ 
give you this belt. 

Easton, 26th of October, 1758. 
Present: II is excellency, Governor Bernard. 

* * * * I3 rethren : 
As we have now settl ed all differences. and cOIl'firmed the 

a ncient leagues of amity and hright ened the chain of fri cnd-. 
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ship, we now clean the bluou off your cOlln,il sca ts anu pllt 
them in order , that when you hold coulKils at home you may 
sit in your sea ts with the same peace and tranqllility as yOIl 
forme rl y used to do . 

. \ string consisting of a thollsand g rains o f wampllm . 

I1rcthren: 
\ Vith thi s string uf wampum we condole with YOll for 

the loss o f YOllr wise men and for the warriors that have been 
ki ll ed in these trOllblesome times, and likewise for your women 
and chi ldren, and we cover their g ra\'es decently. agreeable 
to the custom o f your forefathers . 

. \ string of a th IIsand gra in s of wampum. 

H is excellency, Governor Bernard. prouuced the fo llow
ing deeds: * * * One dated 12 September, 1758. and the 
nther dated the 23d October instant at Easton, from the chiefs 
o f the ;\Iunsies, \ Vapings, O pings or P omptons, sixteen in 
nllmber, and inciliding all the remaining lands in New Jer
sey beginning at Cushytunk, and down the. division line be
t\\'een :--J ew J ersey and New York to the 11101lth of Tappan 
Creek at Hudson River and down the same to Sandy Hook , 
dC. * * * Endorsed by Nimham, a chie f of Opings or 
PU1llptons, who was si,k at the execution thereof, and ap
proved hy the S ix Nations, ·.vhich was testifi ed by three of 
their chiefs, signing as witnesses thereto: ancl Governor Ber
nard desired that a ll present might take notice of the same 
and rC' lIl c lIl brr tlrat Ih c Illdiall lilies 10 all lir e lallds ill New 
fns e)' 71'crc co llveycd by Ilr ose Iwo da ds ( for a vaillable con
sideration ) (sllch part s onl y excepted as were reserved for 
the use o f those [ndians that inclined to li ve under the pro
tec tion of thi s government ).-SlIlillr's Hisl ory of .Yrw fa.H'Y · 

T[IE BERr;E:--J COUNTY W.-\~[PU~ [ :\l.-\KER S. 

Tn [reland in 1718 was born William Campbell. In 1735 
he came to Bergen COllnty and settled in Schraa l e nbllr~h. He 
married Elizabeth Demare t in 1735 . His son John, two 
grandsons, fOllr great gnLndsons and two or mure great
g-reat-grandsons be:ame the lenowned famil y o f wampu1ll 
makers. 

The origi nal homes tead o i John W. Campbell a nd wife. 
Letitia Van Valen, o f one hundred acres, was at Pascul'k, 25 
miles fr0111 New Yurk. They ,cttl cd there prior to 1775, and 
began the manufacturing o f wampum. \Vhen the dlUrch 
was bui lt aeros, the road from thelll in 18 12 they united 
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with it and presented half of the cemetery site. Their house 
was o f red stone. built on the beauti ful Dutch lines. with 
overhanging roof. in front and rea r. 

It was demolished about 1887. 

\\' HERE THE \vA~ I PU~I \V.\ S ~rADE . 

\ Vh ile the business was in it s infancy it was ca rri ed on 
111 the house. mostly during the winter months. as the makers 

\VamlHlln Fac tory or .\I il ll, I &)IJ ·89. 

were al so till ers o f the soil. The women o f the families o ften 
helped in its manufactu re. 

The rapidly increasing business was handicapped by 
their primitive methods. incl uding foot power. 

:\ change was made from the house to the mill by rent 
ing and fitting out the lower part o f an old woolen mill that 
stood on the present si te o f the electric ligh t plant at Park 
Ridge. \ Vater power was installed, that ran the grinding 
and poli shing wheels which were required for a ll o f their 
pr"ducts. They occupied this " ~r int " for many year~ . making 
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thousands o f c\(,lIars ' worth o f the wa mpum money within it s 
wa ll s, besides the o rnaments, The next step in prog ress ion 
was to erect a new mint on their own property un the banks 
o f the Pascack Creek, a tri butary to the Hackensack Ri\' er, 

This was the last home o f the industry. and now lies in 
mins with the sc rap heaps nea rby, Irom which many \'a luable 
"I'eci mens o f their work have been recovered, even if they are 
"fai lu res," and are in the Society's possession On exhibition. 
A center discharge wheel was install ed . with other improve
ments. The g rea t amount o f work requi r ing the pick and 
chi sel, g rinding- and polishing. d rilling o i hules in beads, 
mllons, etc., was ca rried on in the lower part o f the building, 
while the uppe r part was used for the working out o f their 

Camphell'5 White Wampum. 

di sco \'eries, which were kept sec ret, the results being: "TI)e 
linest wampum made," the term co\'ering both ornaments and 
111oney. 

"The interio r o f a workshop resembled a lime kiln. The 
Aoors were hidden fro m sig ht by g reat heaps o f , hells . and 
the rude benches and tools cove red entirely with white Aying 
d ust, as the shell s were being g round and drill ed, and sug
gested the application o f innumerable coats o f whitewash, 
which, in fact, it rea ll y was. 

The follo wing ext racts are from Rarher and Howe, 1844: 

TIlE :\1 ETH O D O F :\IAK ING THE WA:\IPU :\[ :\l ONE Y. 

"Wampum, o r Indian money, is to the present day ( 1844 ) 
made in this country, and so ld to the India n t rade rs of the 
far wcst. It has been manufactured by the ft'males in thi s 
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T()()ls U sed by J ane Ann Dell . t he Ex~rt on Ileads. 

Xo. 1. Brea s t 1' !:I le-Wood wi th Iron Plate. 
;\0, 2. Bow ar:d S t ri n ~ . 
Xo. J. Dri ll allli Spool. 

~TO. 1. Hickory Vice. 
:\0. 2. Chi"el. 
~o. J. Pick . 
:\0, -t. 'Jnli. 
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reg-ion from very early times for the fndian s. and as every
thing connec ted with thi s intere,ting race is destined a t no 
distant per iod, to exist only in hi story. we annex a desc ript IOn 
" f the manufacture. 

" The hlack wampum is made from the thick allli blue 
part o f sea clam shell s, and the white wampum from the conch 
, hell. The process is s imple, but requires a ski ll onl y an'lIned 
hy lo ng practice. The illtense hardncss and brittleness o i thc 
nla te ri,,1 render it impossible to produce the artid e by ma
l'hinery alone. I t is done by wea ring or grinding the shell. 
The fir st process is to split o ff the thin part with a slig ht 
sharp hammer. Then it is clamped in the sawed crev ice of a 
s lender stick. held in both hands and g round smooth (1n a 
grindstone , lInt il formed into an eig ht-s ided fi gure, o f about 
an inch in len/.:th and nearly half an inch in diameter , when 
it is ready for boring. T he shell then is inserted into another 
piece o f wood , sawed similarly to the above, but fastened firl11-
Iv to a bench o f the s ize o f a cOl11mon stand. One part of the 
\~ood proj ects over the bench, at the end of which hangs a 
,,·ei/.:ht. causing the sawed orifi ce to dose 'firmly upon the 
, Iwll inse rted on its under side, and to told it firm ly as in a 
vice. ready for drilling. The drill is made frol11 an untem
pe red handsaw. The operator grinds the dri ll to a proper 
shape. and tempers it in the Aamc o f a candle. :\ r ude ring 
with a groove on it s circum ference. is put on it ; around which 
the operator (seated in front of the fastened shell ) curl s the 
string o f a cOl11l11on han(~ bow. The boring comn tences by 
nicely adjust ing the point of the drill to the center of the 
shell. while the othe r end is braced against a steel plate, un 
the breast o f the operator. Abo ut every other sweep of the 
bow, the drill is dexterously drawn out. cleaned o f the she ll y 
particle: by the thumb and linger. abO\'e wh ich d rops o f water 
frolll a vesse l fall do wn and cool the drill. which is sti ll kept 
revolving. by the lise of the bow with the li ther hand. the 
same as thoug h it were in the shel l. This operation of bo ring 
is the most diflicult o f a ll. the pecu liar llIotion o f the dri ll 
rende ring it hard for the breast. yet it is performed with a 
rapidi ty a nd g race interesting to witness. Peculiar care is 
obser\'ed . les t the shell burst irom hea t caused by fr iction. 
\Vhcn bo red Imlf,,·ay. the walliPum is reversed . and the same 
IIperation is repeated. The n~xt process is the fini shing. .'\ 
wire. about twe lve inches long. is fastened a t llne end to a 
bcnch. L' nder and para llel to the wire is a grindstone, Auted 
lin its c ircul11fe rence. hUllg a lit tic out o f the cente r. so a, til 
lJe turned by a treadle llIoved with the foot. The left halld 
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grasps the end o f the wire. on which arc , trung the wam
pum. and. as it werc, wraps thc beads around the hollow or 
tluted circllmference o f the g rindstone. White the g rind
stone is rc\'nlving, the beads are held <luwn on to it. and 

turned round by a Aat piece 
IIf wood hdd in the right 
hand . and by the g rinding 
soon h e co m e s round and 
smooth . They are then strung 
nn hempen strings . about a 
foot in length . From nve to 
ten ' trings are a day 's work 
i or a female. They are suld 
to the country merchants fo r 
twel ve and a half cents a 
string, always CO In III and 
cash, and constitute the sup
port o f many poor and 
worthy fami lies ." - Barver 
"lid Hm,'c . 1 8~~ . 

( ':t mphe ll' '10 Bl ac k \\·am IHI I11 . 

T o procure the hard 
, hell clams to obtain from 
them the " black hearts" tn 
make the va luable black wam
pum. nccessitated a long. te
dious trip by rowboat from 
:--.i ew ~lilford on the Hacken
sack River to Rockaway, 
Long lsland. vIa :--.iewark 
Hay. \Vhen they returned 

.t he dams were placed on the 
g-rol1n<i ullder the trees, and 
the neighbors were invited tn 
tak e all the fl esh they 
wallted. but to leave the 
shell s. These, with the Rock
a way :;and. were carried by 
wag-pn ~ix miles to Pascack. 
" 'hell \Vashington ~[ a rket in 
:--.iew York City was opened 
the thrift o f the Campbell s 
was , hown when they made 

contracts fo r all the ~mpt )' d~\I11 shell s. .\ t stated ti111es 
they went by boat tu the market alld with a ,mall ham
Iller t he black hearl s were sk i II full v hroken f rom cadI 
, hell and placed in harrels. T hey \\,Ol;ld return with tell Dr 
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twelve barrel s at a time. They sold many o f the black hearts 
to the fa rmers ' wives and daughters for miles a round, who 
made the \ Vampum. The Campbell's w()uld purchase it from 
them direct () r through the country .. to re dealers, who ex
~hanged merchandise for it. and with whom the Campbell s 
made contracts fo r all acquired. "[ went on many trips with 
Ill y fathe r when a boy," said one o f the des~endants, "one 
place being at Schraalenburgh to a general sto re kept by a 
Illan named Conklin . :\l y fath er would o ften pay him in cash 
as high as $500 for the wampum taken in trade. .\ s this is 

L"n flni shed ~l ool1 s ( F."om Old Site) . 

I)nly one instance as to the 'financial part o f it. it shows some
what " f the industry that was carried on in the homes." 

Ja ne Ann /l ell. o f New :\lilfonl. was an expert and 
worked fo r seven ur eight years about 1850 fo r the Campbell s 
in her home. There were many that wo rked out the blanks. 
as the unfinished work was call ed. the Campbell s doing the 
poli shing and fini shing at the mint. The finding o f shell sc rap 
heap around the county is thus explained . John B ross, an 
expert on the black wampum and the last to work for the 
firm. died Ma rch, 19 17. 

The firm sold the black wampum beads for $S per thou
, and . every string twel ve inche, long and each string counted 
as ti fty . Twenty str ings equaling 1.000. 
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The white wampum beads were onl y hal f the value of 
the black. 

THE \V:\~[P U.H ~[OONS. 

T he (oneh shell s. irom which they were made, were 
hrought from the '.rest Indian port · as ba ll ast to the New 
York Cit)' do~ks, five and tcn thousand at a time and suld to 
the firm . They were loaded on the Hackensack River sloops 
allli takcn to New ~l ilford, the head o f navigation, then hy 
wa~()11 to Pascack. From the decks o f the sloops and dock 

Finishell ~l ool1s. 

many o f the shell s were stolen. This accounts for the ' g reat 
number found in the old homes and a long ga rden paths. 
A ft e r 1858 the shell s were transpo rted via the newly opened 
:\fo rthern Railroad o f . ew Jersey to Nanuet and from there 
hy wago n to Pasca(k. 

"From the conic centers o f the shell s the con ~ave disks 
io r the moons were made. each set composed o f three to live 
disks . ranl{ing in s ize from une and a half to five indles in 
diamete r. the smaller placed in the large r . acco rd ing to size. 
with the heallli fltl na tural. highly g lazed pink and white side 
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Tool.S F~O~( THE SITE 

Ear Pendant of Ah~ lone 
A Rd f'ci frlllll I he ~ile , 

1. ('o ..... h ide Form for ) t OOI Il S. 2. Coil (I f Wire 12 ill . to lIold W a m pum Ih.-ads 
A gain s t a Fluted Grimls lone fur Fina l I'fl li .. h i n~ . J . T wo Drill s . 
... W ire " it' ks iur R t' 1I10 \' 1I1K 'he l'O\\'f l e rto t! ."he ll fro m the Pipes. 
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up, tied togcther through two ho les in each center with the 
rcq ui red bright red worstcd , the ends lef t to form a tassel." 

T he I nd ians were very fo nd o f di splay, and the g rea ter 
their wea lth the nlO re they wore of the deco rations, T he 
chief's moti ve in adornment was to ma rk indi"idual, t r ibal 
() r ceremonial distinctions. " 

T he moons were very popula r and were worn mostl y as 
wc wea r breast pins. The wealthy chief having a full set. 
while the poor brave had only two or three of the smaller size, 
while even single ones were worn. (See cut o f Indian chie f. ) 

The cos t o f the shell s could not have bcen grea t. as like 
the clam the fl esh was ea ten ami the shell di scarded. Nea r the 
point o f the shell will be iound a slit. made by the natives 
with an inst rument th;lt was used to obtain the tl esh from 
within . 

T he moons sold fo r th ree dollars for a fi ve- piece set. 
T wo dollars fo r a three-piece set , vne dolla r and Ii ft y 

cents for one-piece. 
from the con ~ h thev also made di sks called chie i 's hut 

tons, tha t we re a little s maller than the smallest 11100n, the 
price bein!{ governed by the beauty o f the shell . 

. \ nother \ Ves t Ind ian shell prepared by the fi rm fo r the 
lIluch-soug ht ornament s was the .. J r<lquoise." T his was- a 
conica l whi te shell a lmost uni io rml y one a nd one-half inches 
long and a t the Aa re about the thickness o f wampum . They 
took thei r name from the froquois Indians who wore [hem in 
p ro fu sion. 

from the conch they al so made a large lozened shaped 
bead , \I' ith a large hole in the center , s imilar to those found 
in the fnd ian g raves on I roquois sites. 

"The popula r charmed necklace" was composed o f about 
twenty scctions of white wampum irom the conch, a lte rnat
ing with twenty shell s, the la tt e r bei ng se l e~ t ed fo r peculia rity 
o f forma tion and tint. 

T hey trea ted and pol ished " rr d air" and "grecn air" 
shell s, br inging out t he va ri ed lints and changeablc hucs. 
T hese. wi th the poli shed mllsse l shells, were not prUfi tablc and 
were ahandoned . 

The use o f the ornamcnts was not a lone for show, but 
were \I :-;cd in cOllnec tion with religious cerenlnnies. 

T il E \vA ~I PU ~[ P f PES. 

T hey were madc irom the la rge ridges o r ribs 0 11 the li ps 
o f the conch shell , broken out with a pil'k and chisel. T hc 
five-pound she ll s were the ch"ice ones, as the~' \' ieldcd la rger 
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pieces fo r the pipes and moons. the remaindcr heing lIsed for 
the white wampum beads. The pipes were 11lade one a lld a ha l [ 
to six inches long. la rge r than a lead pencil. tapering irom 
center to each end. Bleached with huttermilk and highly pol 
ished with Hnckaway sand and wat er . they wcrc so ld ior s ix 
,'cnts pe r illch. up to fOllr and a half illdles. thell cight cellts 

!i'el or \\" :'In:plIlTl l 'ip«!' 'I . l' S I r fi I IICh~ .. , 

pe r illch to six inches. Their special usc was as hreast platcs 
worn next to the body. also ovcr Ihe coal s in rI/ \\' S frolll a ile til 
[our in width . 

They were a lso ca ll ed "I-la ir pipes. " and were used to 
orna11lent the long hair of the India ns by rullning- some o i 
the hair through them and tyillg them with hright colo red 
st ritl.~s. 

The mo,," s and IHpes acq uired a siandan i "allle III trad 
ing among the Indialls of the plaills. 
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TIlE. \r_ \~rl'L\[ I'II'E ~r.\C1"\:E. 

David and James were th e 11ledlanics of the Jirm. and 
prior to 1850 they invented (not patented) a machine to dri ll 
holes through th e length of the pipes_ I t was ce rtainly an 
ingenious alTair. rnade irom the mat erial at haml. The wood 
work crude . the Ay wheel a g-rindstone. the helting heavy 
leathe r. It was always turned by hand. general"- hy the 
hO\-,; o f the fami li es. Six ,;po!>l,; wcre a rranged to hold the 

\\' :lII1\iUnl Pipe Dri lling .\iachin c. I)rl\'id and James {'al11 pht>ll '!O In vl' llI ion. 

hand-madc drills, of tine steel. like a nl(:dillm sized knitting 
need le. tempered in a ,-andl e t1anl c tu a cherry hea t . then 
dropped in sheep',; tallow that had heen mclt ed _ OPI" "ite 
t he drill ,; were six jointed arrang-ement,; t hat held t he pipe,; 
that had been g-nlund III the required f"rllI. Hy the u, " "f a 
lever the drill!'O and pipes Wl'fe hrlJ\I~ht t(l~<:thcr ill ptJsitioll 
fllr tIll' critical ta,;k- the h"I ,', through the center of th e ,'cry 
hard sIll'''. where the lea,;t change in the linc fmm the n'nt,' r 
wu uld hllrs t and ruin them . Hy another !c,'e r the pipes and 
drills wc re immerscd in watl'r c"n tained in a tank helll'ath 
thclll. then the power lI'a ,; appli ed , When the drills had g' Jlle 
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half Ihr"\I,~h Ihe kll ,~th "i Ihe pip,·,; Ih e Itlachille lI'as , I lip ped , 
the k,\'t'r rt' n.- r:-l'd . withdrawing' til t: drilb. The pipC':-o were n'
,'er';ed , Ihe drill,; ,el alld illlmer,;ed alld Ihe 1I",,' hin(: ,ct ill 
IlH Il illll a~a ill ulltil the hld l's \\TfC thn,u;,.:h the l .' lltin: length 
iron1 (Ill' and a Jwli to ~ix illChl'S-:o'ix Iii each :-; izc <1 1111(: at IIIlC 
lime, The an "f drilling' IIl1de r lI'a ler . Ihe li se " f Illlllen\lilk 

!lIdian ~l1h \\' ;IIIIPUIIl ,\I \)U:I ;.ut! J' iIJ "'~. 

fur ~()i l t l1it1 g' and I,leaching were their di!"!l"II\'l'ril"s and sl'crds. 
and with their ,'a iliahle Itlachille Wl"Ce g\la rded alld k<'jlt irtJlIl 
I he p\lhli c 

The Illar hill l' wa :-: always kept (III the St:l':(lIl<i nt hl f lJi tilt..' 

iactory, \llIder 1' J<:k and key, a lld 10 Ihi ,; day thc 1\lI1\1hc r {) f 
pcrsoll s. e " (: 11 "i Ihe f"lllilie,; illterb ll'd ill Ihe illdu,;try, that 
h",'c see ll it are iell' , 

It i, thr"ug'h Ihe "'Hlrl,'''' "f ~I r , I)""i(,/ Cam phe ll. II'ho 
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was a \\"allll'unl l11aker, that Ihe hi , tory and the pri"ilcgc (If a 
pho t('graph hcil1~ made fli what was the 11I l'c.ulS uf th(ltband.-; 

o f pipes h<: in~ wcll nlaek si" at a tilllC, and '1l1ickl y, was 
g ive n. :-\ s th ere wa:-; 110 Iitile r 111;Ll: ilille in ex i!'ltc lH:l'. the fear 
of it s beillg cl)pied ii ,ce ll \\"a s the rca'''11 iu r the g rea t care 
and s('.: recy in l"l1{arci tn it. 

The descendants alld hi :-. tllrian :-o Illake the :- tatelll l'll t th at 
"J uhn JacClh . \ ,;to r laid thc i llulHlatieJll (I i his ~rcat wealth 
through the Campbell's wampul11 ." There ilIa)' he .SUIlI C truth 
in the stat ement,; . It is fo ulld that J"hll Jacub --'stor, I,(lm 
in German\' in 1763 , came to this countr\, in 1783. a lld was in 
duced Oil the voyage to cllgage ill buyi;,g iurs frolll the In
dians and se lling them to deal ers. lie lea rned the deta il , oi 
the trade in :\ ew \' o rk with a Q ua k{>r iurricr , and then he~all 
Ims il1 c,;s fo r hil11self , the peri()d heing ahnut the salllC as \\"h en 
the hr, t Campbell he~an his \\"anllHII11 industry . In 18 11 he 
establi=--hccl a thoroughly . \nll:ril"<1 n :-.y:-.14: 111 IIi fnr tradi ng and 
sent out expeditions to IIpen up inl l' ITt lllr:o'c with the Inciian.; 
011 the ra"iti c Coa,;!. , \hraham alld \\ ' illiam, the ,;ec(l lld ge ll 
eratio n o f \\'an1lllll11 workers. wefe l'xperts and did a g-fcal 
amoullt of work fo r Johll ./ :lcoh . \ s((Jr. , \hraham died ill 
1847, 

\Villianl was !If a roving di~ ptl:-oililill and nol tl) b~· dl' 
pended I) n t(l lill the ()rders pr<lmptly , ~Ir . ,-\st o r I'is itl'd 
, \braham's ';() IIS and illdllc,'d thell! to ti ll hi ,; emll'rs, a lld \l'hat 
they did lI()t kll"'l' he "'(llIld explain ((j th" III , and thll ,; th e 
hrm of the iUlIr l'amphd l hrc,ther , \l'a ,; , ta n eel . ,\Ir, .\ ,; tor 
died in 18-18, 

It would appear that ~I r .. ht u r l11 ay hal'e Iwell i m;t nt 
mental in openin g' the way for the C;II11phl' lJ's c" tl'lI ,; il'l: trade 
on the plains alld fa r 1I'",t that Ia ,; tl'd allllllt 50 years after 
~Ir. Astor', d,'ath , The li , t "f th,, '," tu II'h"" 1 the Wal11l" 1111 
was ,lOld is: 

J"hn Ja('ob . \st " r , 
I ' . l'heallt ~" u ,I(; C" .. :\"11' \' " rk . 
Secter, I 'rice & C" .. I'hilaelvlphia . 
I{ "bert l';l1l1l'bdl, Chi r ag'(), "lid 
. \ lirl11 in T e"a,;, 

Cnitcd ~tatc:" and (;II\·( ' rlUllCllt agclll:-; i.,r til e Incliall :-O. 
The \1''1111 1' "111 lI'as th rn llg'h th('lll ,,, Id tn Illelialls "i the plai ll '; 
and th e iar \1' , ', 1. 
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Those living- n~arc r did nllt li se it. The IJlts inc,;s had its 
thH:tl1a tiolls. due It) the n:t"l1rrcllt upri !'< ing-:-o . and until peace 
was resto red aln)!):-t ct':t:-Occi. causing the I;rnl IlHlCh anxiety as 
to the Ol1t cll lll e . Large orders wl lul<l indicate h\1~ill e~s was 
restored. and to · lill th~m promptly the~' would "isit thc 
country lIl erchants and buy at Inw lig-lIre, their stock that had 
heen considered ·'deacl.· ' 

The day of wampum 'lloncy beg-a n to c1cdinc about the 
year 1830. The moons . pipes and ot her [l rtlalll en ts wcre in 
demand for lIlany yea rs after. until th~ t;IIvcrntllent gave the 
Black Ilili s Rc""n 'atinn to the Indians: thi,; . and the deat h 
of . \braham in 1899. the las t "f the 'Iirlll IIf "fnur bro thers," 
pllt a n end to this extensive business tha t. in the long period 
of til11e hy fOllf generatiuns I)f line name. in output and wide 
distribution. exceeds any u ther industry in Bergen County. 

The re is no question that wampum was made in th e 
county a t an ca rly period by the settle rs who learned to ma ke 
it from the Indian". In 19 16 th ere wa' a Colonial s it e found . 
Trad ition says " furs we re traded for wampum the~e in 1750." 
.\Ianuscripts ,;peak of it in 176+. O"cr +.000 scraps of beads 
were found ()\1 it. The site is lin an Indian lrail from th e 
Ponds. via SiCtllll:tC to Hackensack . and nea r a large Indian 
burial ground. 

Credit is g-i\'(,Tl to the follDwing de ;~",clldallts of the wanl-
JHlIlI nlaKer s and tlther~ fl lr ;t :-;:-; istance: 

AlolIZo Campbell. Park Ridge. 
Daniel Campbel l. W oodclitf Lake. 

Luther t\. Camphell. of I lackc " "ack . IIIlW C ircuit Court 
Judge. a nd :-.Iichnlas D. Call\pbell, an attorney ancl coutbellor 
at law of I-iackcn,;:tck. both ,nns of Abraham D. Campbe ll, de
ceasecl. once pnr,;ecutor uf the COil II 11 ( 111 Pleas o f flcrgclI 
County. 

:--1ea ll\iah \·reeland. Pat erson. 

E. K. Hird and Clyde Hay. of Ilacke ll s:tck. 

'\f rs. I fa 'T" Ikll'll' tl. Tealleck . 




